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REFLECTIONS port our Late and Preſent - 
{ | Proceedings in ENGLAND. 


H O' no Man wiſhes better to the Proteſi4nt Religion in general, and the Church of Eng- 

land in particular, than I do ; yet 1 cannot preyail with my ſclt to approve all theſe 
Mcthods, *or follow all theſe Meaſures, which ſome Men propole as the only Security both 
of the one and the other, : - 

Never perhaps was there a more proper time , wherein to ſecure our Religion ( together 
with our Civil Likerties-) thah.now offersit ſelf; it we have but the Skill and Honeſty right- 
Iy to improve this critical Opportunity ; but if we ſhall either let it ſlip, or abuſe it , we may , 
invain, hereafter wiſh that we had been wiſe in time, and have cauſe to repent of our 
Error, when it will be too late to correct it. | | 

W hat we donow , will tranſmitits good or ill effe&s to aſter-Ages; and our Children 
yet unborn, willina]l probability , be happy or miſerable , as we ſhall behave our ſclves in 
this great Conjuntture. They are likly to enjoy their Religion, Lawsand Liberties , accord- 
ing tothe old Engli/h Standart , if we ſhall now take the right courſe to ſecure them. 

But if we do engage in "8 Counſcls, and build' upon falſe foundations, - in ſtead of 
© Bleſſing we leave a Curſe to dur Poſterity, and entail upon them Popery , Slavery, Arbitrary 
Power, and all the miſerable Conſequences of a divided Kingdom, which ( as ſureas the 
word of Gad is true ) can never ſtand. 

Let us not therefore be too haſty , but pauſea while, let us makea ſtop , look about us, 
and conſider, tr. What we have done. 2. With what intent wedid it. 3. What it is that ſome 


men wauld beat: and 4. Whether wecanin Honour and Conſcience joine with them in the 


Deſign now in hand. 

I ſhall confine my ſelf to theſe Heads: But here before 1 enter upon any of them , 1 ſhall 
take it forgranted , that the Prince of Orange hath done a great thing for us , and ( under 
God ) hath wroughr ſuch a Deliverance forthe Nation , as ought never to be forgotten, and 
can never be ſufficiently requited. He muſt bementioned with Honour and Gratitude , ſo 
long as the Proteſtant Name ſhall be remembered: He came not as the ancient Remans and 
Saxons, to conquer , and leadin triumph after him our Religion and Laws, our Lives and 
Libemiacy. butto. defend, preſerveand ſecureus- inthem all. To this end he undertoc k 
this dangerous andchargeable Expedition , which hath hitherto proved as much to our Ad- 
yantage, asit will be to his laſting Reputation : What he hath done argues, that he is moved 
by an higher Principle than any this World affords, and can overlook bis own Eaſe and Securi- 
ty, when the publick Good , and the concerns of Chriſtianity requi:es his ſeaſonable affiſtance. 
I could eaſily make a panegyrick upon his Vertues, and equal him to the mot famous, Grecian 
or Roman Captains; but I need not ſet forth his Praiſe, which do ſo loudly , and yet ſo 
filently ſpeak for themſelves. I need not draw any tedious Parallels betwixt his Highneſs and the 


Worthies of otherAges, ſince 1 arg; Lqueſtjan not, herein, prevented by all who hath read the | 
F'whar he. ('with ſo much Courage , Mildneſs, 


Hiftory of former times , atid'are witneffe 
and Prudence) hath doc in this. | 
1. Thingsprofpered fo well under his Condu& , that all of us were ready to fubmit our 
felvesto his Direction , and come under hisproteion, asthe T utelar Cenins of the Nation. 
"The effeRs of his enterprize hath been ſo ſtrange , fo wonderful and ſurprizing, that bad we 


mot ſeen, we ſhould (carce baye belieyed them. 
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neſt Men, to withdraw from his Majeſty and. f; uſpend the Actual exerciſe of their Allegiance 
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., As ſoon as the Prince was landed , with what Joy and univerſal gaod . Wiſhes was the 
News received? How forward were all ſorts of People to declare for his Highneſs ? How 
wiliing were they to lend him an helping hand for-the accompliſhing his great Work ? How 
did we all generally concur and unanimouſly agree to forget our Obligations to our Sove- 
reign , and a{lift the Prince , rather than the King againſt our ſelyes, and his own true In» 
tercit. | 

Nay, the Army it ſelf ſoon began to go over , chooſing rather tolye under the imputation 
of Cowardiſe and Diſloyalty ( which yet a true Engliſbh-Man had rather dye than really de- 
ſerve) thanto be 1nſtrumental in coſlaying their Native Country, and bringing it again under 


In ſhort all orders of Men, Eccleſiaſtical , Civil and Military, had their eyes fixed upon the 
Prince of Orange, 2s their Common Decliyercr, were reſolved to eſpouſe his Cauſe ; and accor= 
dingly( afterthe King was witherawn ) did put the Regal Adminiſtration into his hands. 

2. Solar we havegone; this we have done; and we hope that ( the Caſe being extra« 
ordinary and Neccſlity giving a diſpenſation) the intent of our proceeding, will at laſt ex- 
cuſe; it not juſt:fic us, it we have not kept our ſelves within the Common Laws of ation. 

For, let every Man lay bis hand upon his Heart, and feriouſly ask himſelf, for what reaſon, 
and with what intent he became a Party in this general DefeAtion? wasit utterly to ruine the 
Kiog and ſubvert the Government? Was it becauſe he was diſpleaſed with the ancient Con. 
ſitution, and hada mind co mould and faſhion it to his liking? Was it becauſe he had an 
intent to ſhake off the Government ( that eaſ/e, equal, and well poiſed, and never enough to 
be commend:d Government, as King CHARLES |. calls1t} ofthe Engliſh Nation? Was it 
any honeſt Man's meaning to ſubvert this Goycrnment, to make way Pe his own Dreams of 
ſome Poetical Golden. ge, ora Fanciful Millenium, | 

Was ic( let meask again) to diveſt the King of all Power to Prote@ his Subje&ts ,.' and 
then to pronovnce roundly , that all the bonds of Allegiance to hinrare diſſolved? Was 
the end of our uniting together, to bind his Hands, andthen prick this DoEtrine upon the points 
of our Swords : Proteftion and Allegiance are Duties ſo reciprocal, that where the one fails whol- 
ly, whe other falls withit. Was itto frighten the King out of his Dominions, and then to 
yote that he hath .4bdicated his Government ? Was this the intent, and were theſe the Reaſons 
of our Declaring for the Prince of Orange? No certainly ; what ever ſome obnoxiousand 
ambitious Men might aim ac, all good Chriftians and worthy Patriots had other intentions, and 
were led on by other Motives, 2 
-- They were ſenſibly concerned for the preſervatian of their Holy-Religion , in the firſt place; 
their Lives, their Laws, and Libertiesin the next. Afier the way, which [ome call Hereſie, ſo 
were they deſirous ftill :o wor/bip the God of their Fathers: And aſter that manner which ſome 
might ſay was Rebellion, ſo they thought themſelves oblidg*d to ſtand up for the Lews and Li- 
berties of their Forefathers. ; 

Fortheſe Ends, and for bringing about theſe worthy Purpoſes, they withdrew themſelves 
from the Kings perſonal Service, that they might be the better enabled to ſerve his real Inte- 
reſt. - They hoped by this means to deliver him from bis evil Counſellors, and ſecure both 
him and his SubjeRs from the evil and pernicious Praftices of ſome wicked and unreaſonable 


Men. Py 
3. Theſe and ſuch like were the Inducements which preyailed with all well affeted andho- 


forthe preſent ,, that they might afterwards exert it according to the fix*d and ſtated Rules of 


* 


Law, Conſcience, and right Reaſon. 

But now, how contrary is this tothoſe New Models, which ſome politick Archite&ts are pro- 
poſing to, or rather impoſing upon the Nation ? What is it they would be at ? And whatare | - 
the Ends they aredriving on? Are they juſt and gaod ? Are they generous and honourable? | -* 
.Orarcthey not rather ſuch as would undermine the YE AAEL I in Charch and Sap. '=Y 
| | Ft 2 eos ape "= 


| andreduce us to a ſtate of Nature, wherein the People are atlibertyto agree upon any Go- 
yernment, or-none at all? : x | 
| _ Plainly they, would reduce usto the Durch, or ſome other foreign Meaſures (which how 
| wellfvever they might agree with that Country, wherethey are ſettled and confirmed, partly 
by Cuſtom, and ary by the pecaliar Neceſlity of their Aﬀairs) can never be well re:cived in _— 
 FEvgland, till an Act be paſſed to aboliſh Monarchy, Epiſcopacy, and all the tundamental Laws | 
eſta>liſh'd by Magna Charta, and all ſucceding Parliaments ever ſince. | 
The Enquiry into the Meaſures of Submiſtion to the Supreme Authority is a Treatiſe calculated 
for the Times; but ſurely itis not Written according to the Principles and PraQtife of the 
| Churchof &vglard, .inthetime of the Renowned Duecen Elizabeth: Iam aptto think , that 
; fſomeregard was then had tothe Paſſages which we find in- the Scriptures ( efpecialiy the 
{ Old Teſtament) relating to thie Meaſures of Submiſsion But theſe Examples weigh 
nothing with our Author , becauſe they are not for his purpoſe , pag. 5, 6. lam alſoapt 
to luſpe& that Queen Elizabeth would not have thanked any Politician for vending thisas a | 
certain and fundamental Principle , That in all diſputs between Power and Liberty, Power muſt | 
alwayes be proved , but Liberty proves it ſelf, the one being founded only upon a poſttive Law , \ 
and the other upon the Law of Nature, page. 4. She, I perlwademy ſelf, on the contrary, would 
have challenged any ſuch Stateſman ro have prov'd his Liberty; as tor her Power (ſhe wonld 
have anſwered) it was ready to provezt ſelf againſt all who ſhould preſume to queſtion it, But 
wha!'s the meaning of Power being founded only on a poſitive Law, and Liberty upon the Law 
of Nature? Is not a Fathers power founded ('as he grants) upon the Law of Nature? and 
is not all Power, even of the greateſt Princes, ' ( as far asit is juſt+ and Honeſt; and forthe 
benefit of the Subjc} derived from this Paternal Authority of the Father over his Son, beſides 
| doth netthe Law of Nature preſcribe the neceſſity of puting Power into the hands of one or more 
| For the benefit of the whole, which otherwite would be in dangerof deſtroying it ſelf by 'in.. 
- reſtine Diviſions? in ſhort, if Ziberty be founded upon the Lew of Nature, ſo is all juſt and 
Lawfal Power, fſincethe end of itis onlyto regulate our liberty, and in truth to' make us 
more free. Liberty in general is « right to uſe our Faculties according to right Reaſon; and 
the Lawin Particular tells us which are theſe Rules of right Reaſon by which we muſt govern | 
our ſclves. And what is Law, but the Commands of the Supreme Power {( where 
eycr it is iodg'd, in the bands of the Prince, rhe Senate , orthePeople, or of all of them 
together) ordering what we arcto do, or ayoid, under the ſanftion of particular Penal- 
Lies 2 | 7h Tos K 
_ ©. Tbegthe Learned Awhor's Pardonfor queſtioning his Meaſures : in my judgment they are 
not taken from the Engii/h Standard , and therefore, I hope, I may without offence uſe 
my Liberty in rctuſing them ( @ right which proves it ſelf } till he can prove his Power to 
impoſe them. 5 4 ET. ' = TY x gat 26 5 | 
The Enquiry into the preſent State of Affairs, is a diſcourſe which ſeems ( by itsbold 
Nroks) to reſemble the former. | 1 will ſay. no more ofit but this, If what he there Jayes down 
for a certain truth be teally ſo, thenal! that follows muſt be granted as reaſonable Dedutti. 
ons from this fundamentaf Principle : bur if this be falſe, all thar he hath aid falls to the 
' ground, for wantofa firm and ſolid Foundation'to ſupport it. - | | 
| __ Now the poſitjon ,. which. (}:ke a firſt Principle in Mathematicks) he takes forgranted, 
| Is this, ,Itis certain | ſays he; pag. 1:) that the reciprocal Duties in Civil' Soctertes are-Pro- 


|| -zeTion aud Allegiance, and whereſdever the one fails wholly the other falls withit. © This is | | 
| his Doarine which bavye nicmioned betore' ; bun ſhall now conſider a little more particular- 0 


__ 'Tisindeed moſ? fit and reaſonable, that Prorefion and Allegiance ſhould alwayesgo to. - 
. gether, and accor. pany one another ; bur thartthey-do not do'ſo, js but t- oplainin che pre. 

| | 'fent caſe of Englanc : but doth it follow, that becauſe the King is not in a cPaciry roprotect 

| his SubjcRs, therc!orecheisno "longer to'be” look'dvponras a King } And if OE. 
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doth not this ſuppoſe that he hath ſome RL AnJ1 if fo , Iwould gladly know what 
kind of Subje&s they are who owe no Allegiance ? | 
But ler this queſtion be rul'd by his own loſtance, The duty betwixt Father and Son, Sop+ 
poſe my Father to be ſodeftirute that he cannot, and {operyerſe, that he will not prote& and 
tuſtain me, ſuppoſe him as Churliſh as Cain, and as poor as Fob ; yet ſtill he is my Father, and 
1am hisSon? thatis, heſtilretainsall that Power which {by the Law of Nature ) .a Fa- 
ther ought to have over his Child: ftil] che Relation holdsbetwixt us, and whilſt it doth ſo, the 
Fathers faults or neceſlitics cannot evacuat the Duty of a Son; which is founded not inthe Fa= 
thersgood Will or Abilities to defens him ( though it muſt be confeſ'd they are chiefly con- 
ſider'd ) but in that fix'd and iz; table Relation which God and Nature hath eſtabliſhed be- 
twixt them, not to be diſſolved vut by Death. So that it this Learned Author will yield , 
( as he ſecemsto do ) that Kingly Power is nothing elſc but the Parernal conſign'd , ( by the 
common conſcant of the Father of Families to one Perſon, uponſuch and ſuch conditions , 
( ſpecified in the contract ; ) 1 cannot ſee how this Relation betwixt King and Sudjett, can 
ans mare be utterly diſſo;ved, than that betwixt a Father ana a $0n. 
| I ſhallfay no moretothis Diſcourſe; and if what 1 have already ſai. do offend either againſt 
the Principlesof Reaſun, orthe Law of E »gland, lam williog to be correted, and acknuws 


l:dge my Errors : | | 
'L here is another little Paper which yet gives ſuch a great ſtroke tothe Government, that 


it ought not to be paſs'd over without ſome Animadyerſion. The Sheet which 1 mean is, that 


which is call'd Advice before it be too late, or, A Breviate for the Convention. This Paper be. 
ſpeaksirs 3uthor to ve of the ſame Complexion and Principles with him who wrir Theword 
tothe Wiſe ; and The four Pueſtions debated, They do all of 'em ſuppoſe, that the Goyetn- 
mentis fall'n to its Centre, or Root from whencc.it ſprang, that is, to theVeople, { as the 
word to_the Wiſe exp ceſles our preſent caſe. ) I know not what can be a more <ff<Qtual An- 
(wer to theſe Pamphicts, and rake away the Foundation upon which t hey argue, thanthat 
Maxim inour Law, received by all honeſt and learned Lawyers, The King of England never 
dies, Foritſo, how is the Goyernment laps'd? Anditit be not laps'd, how can the Throne 
be ſaid to be vacant ?- Anlit the Thr ne be not vacant, weare (ti]] a Body Politick, ( con- 
ſitting of Head and Members ) though much diſtempr'd and our of order, by reaſon ofthe 
Iofirmities ofthe Head. Weftilil:ve, though we are nor ing00d health ; and our Caſedoth: 
norrequire the Sexton to make our Grave, but calls for the Phiſician to apply proper Reme- 
Gies'to cure Our Diſeaſe. Ifthe King can die, 'tis ſuch a defe& in our Government as doth 
trangely diſparage it, and farther ſuppoſes, that ( which hitherto we are all to Jearn ) the 
Crown is not Succeſsive, jo , 

Now if it be ſucceit:ye, it cannot be diſpoſed of by the Will of the People, but only by the 
Will of God, whou in that very moment calls the lawful tic.. to the Crown, wherein he is: 
pleaſed ro put a period to the lite of his Predeceſſor, It it be {aid that the Voice of the People is 
the Voice of God, | belicye that ( ſhould this be granted ) it will nor dotheir buſineſs; for 
1] doubt nat , but that it the Pole wastaken,. andthe Queſtion put to all People whoare of 
Years of Diſcretion ; the Anſwer would be, That. they have ftilta King, and that they are as 
willing to kcep him as they are delirous toexciude Popery for ever, that which hath made bothr 
him and them ſo unhappy. This, 1 do not much queſtion, would be tic Anſwer, if we 
ſhould appeal to the ſenſe of the People 1ngeneral; whoyet.( it the Government befall'n to 


| them ) muſt beallowed to have a Right of Suffrage, anda liberty to ſpeak their Minds as free- 


ly aSother Commoners in this great Convention, ; | 6 
Farther ill , the King never dies by our Law, How cane be- lawfully depos'd > For: 


by Depoſition the Throne Necefarly becomes void for ſome time. There' muſt be fome In-' 
tetftice ; ſome {pace ot time, before they who .depos'd a King can ſct up another'z and til 
the Kingin Deſignation be aQually inveited with the Regal Office, there mult of neceſſity 
be an 1nter-regnum 3 that is, The King ( contrary to the mind of our Law ) may dye, wt 1 


\ 
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The Government of England always ſuppoſes a Monarch regulated by Law and therefore tis 
preſumed thar he ca do no wrong ; thatis, Though he may err, as wejlas other Mortals, yet 
the Law of which he is the Guardian, brings no Accuſation againſt him, but only againſt 
bis evil Miniſters. If therefore the King bath err'd, ( as doubtleſs he hath very'much ) in 
God's Name let his Miniſters be called to an accouut ; but why muſt the Government be dif- 
ſolved, andthe Kiog arraign'd, condemn'd and depos'd, to make way tor any new Scheme 
of Government whatſoever, whether French, Italian, or Dutch ? | 

Our Hiſtory indeed affords two Examples ſince William the Firſt's time ; that of Edward 
the Second, and the other of Richard the Second : burthey did both of them aCtually reſign; 
and beſides, what they did, or wasdone to them, ought to preclude the Right of no ſuc 
ceeding Prince» Theſe examples ought no more'to be urged than the Stabbing King Henry 
the fourth of France, or the Murthering King CHAR LE S the Firſt of England. 

The Hiſtorian, in the Lite of Richard the Second, gives no very good CharaQter of that 
Parliament, that paſs'd the Vote for his depoſition : The Noblemen (ſays he ) partly corrupted 
by Favour, parily aw'd by Fear, gave their Voices; and the Commons | commonly are like a flock 
of Crans ) as the firſt fly, all the followers do the like, Cominuat. Dan, Hiſt. p. 46. 

Let it be here obſcrved, that 1 do not diſpute whether the King, together with his Parlia- 
ment, may not regulate and entail the Succetlion, as ſhall by them be chought fit ; but only 
whether , whilſt che King lives, the Throne can be. vacant, and the Government be 
truely ſaid ts be laps'd? This we deny: But however, ſuppoſing theſe things may be o , 
whocan make o fair aclaim ( and ſo generally ſatisfaftory to the People ) as the next Heir by 
proximity of Blood { mean ( ifthe Prince of Wales be proved ſuppolititious ) that incompar. 
able Lady, the Princeſs of Orange ? | 

Theſe Refleions I have thought fit to make upon ſome new Notions of our preſent Statge 
Men, by which we gueſs what they would beat. In my opinion, I think it is but too evident, 
that they are taking advantage of our preſent Fears and DiftraQtions, to run us into theſe ex. 
trems which the State ( as well asthe Church ) of England, hath always carefully avoided,and 
taken particular care to provide againſt. | $5 

4. Inthis Deſign can we in Honour and Conſcience goalong with them ; whom yet we 
cannot bur highly eſteem and value for their Learning and Parts, and more cſpeeially for their 
happy and ſucceſsfv] Labours,in reſcuing usfrom theſe groſs Corruptions of Chriflian Religi= 
on, and Human Nature, Popery, and Slavery ? 

But ſhall werun into Popery, and perhaps Slavery too, when we have been (o long ſtrive 
ing againſt bcth, and arenow (thanks be to God) ina great meaſure freed from the Danger 
ofcither? And is not the Depoſing a Popiſh Dofrin? 4nd is it not as Antichriſtian for any 4ſ- 
ſemblyto put it into praQtice, asit was for the Council of Lateran at firſt to eſtabliſh it ? 

And asfor Slavery, muſt not a ſtanding Army be neceſſarly kept up, to Maintaina Title 
foundedonly upon the conſent of the fickle and uncertain People ( granting that the major part 
of themare willing? ) And in ſuch a Caſe muſt we not be bcholden to the Goodneſs of the 
Prince, rather thanthe Proceftion of our Lews, if an Arbitary and Deſpotick Power be not a- 

gain introduced, 

- Wehave,” as yet, no Law which wholly diſables and excludes a Popiſh Succeſſor from the 
Throne; and till we have one ( which I queſtion nor but we ſhall have ſoon ) 1 do norTee 
bow wecan diſanul the King's Title, or vacate his Regal Capacity, howſoever his Power may 
be reſtrained. innovations without former. precedent, are always dangerous, eſpecially 
theſe ofthis nature. It will be mu ch more wiſe, as well asſafe, to bear with ſome Inconye- 
niences , than bring upon our ſclyes theſe Miſchiefs, which ſuch unparallel'd Proceedings 
may produce. = | | 

The Prince of Orange in his additional Declaration hath theſe Words: we are confident ,that 
210 Perſon' can have ſuch hard thoughts of us, as to imagine that we have a :y other Dcſrgn in this 


pundertaking, than to procure a ſettlement of Religion, and of ihe Liberties and properties of = 
Subjects 
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Subjefts upon ſo ſure « Foundation, that there may be no dang er of the Nation's relapſmg into the 
like Miſeries at any time hereafter. 

| How far ſome Perſons may extend this Glauſe (That there may be no danger of the Nation's 

relapſing into the like Miſeries for the future) I cannottell ; but for any one to underſtand it ſo;* 
aSithis Highneſs meant, that there could be no ſecurity againſt rhe Nations Relapſe, it the 
Kingbe not; depoſed, and he himſelf put into poſle(lion of the Throne, is ( 1am ſure) an In- , 
terpretation very diſadvantagiousto his Honour, and louks more likea Jeſuitical Equivocation, 
than that Candor and Chriſtian Sincerity, which bath brightned and rendred 1Jluſtrious all the 
Attions of his Highneſs, both at home and abroad. | 

The Anſwerer alſo tothe Reflcfter upon bis Higheſs's Declarat ion, will not permit us to 

barbour any ſuch Suſpicions, asifa Crown was the End of his t xpedition. All ſuch { ſayshe, 
pag. 23. 24. ) as believe the Prince of Orange has brought this Army, and imends to make It ar 

F upon England, and ſubdue it to his own Will and 'eaſure, trample all Laws both divine and hus _ 

man under feet, dethrone his preſent Majeſty, and make himſelt King ; they will tay and fight 

for him ( ic, the King ) or at leaſt to the beſt of their power, in ſome manner aſsiſt and help him : 

On the comrary, 'uch as believe that the Prince's meaning is nothing of all this, &c. 

| ; Here, youſee, thar this Author ( who, 'tisto be ſuppoſed , was not unacquainted with 

j the Prince's intentions ) utterly rejeRsit, asa falſe imputation , that his Highnefs came to 

| dethrone his preſent Majeſty, and make himſelf King. Nay , he tho::ght himſclf oblidged fo 
fully to declare againſt this ſcandalous Report, that he ſeems ro have encouraged all thoſe who 
belcivedit, .Toſtay and fight for the King ; or at leaſt, to the beſt of their power , in-ſome 


j manner aſsiſ! and help him. So farr was this Gentelman frcm entertaining any tuch thoughts of 
the Prince's Expedition, which ſome Men, neyertheleſs, do now fo induftricuſly labour to 
! make the efic& oft it. : 


There is another thing which makes well meaning Men apt to ſuſpet the preſent manages 
ment, and with holds them trom cloſing with it ſo fully , as - otherways, its probable they 
might do. That Paper-which goes under the Title ofthe Prince's third Declaration , is (as 
I am credibly informed ) none ot his, and isdiſowned by the Prince himſelf. Now this pre. 
tended Declaration (coming out when the Army wasin ſuch a dubious ConJition and fulu. 
ating betwixt the King and the Prince ) did more harm to the Kings Aﬀeairs , than all the 
other Papers. ( 7 belteye ) publiſhed ar that time. | c 

: And it this wasno real, but a ſham- Declaration, and yet was permitted without Con- 
tradition ; 't s plain that Sophiſtry and Tricks are made uſe of, as Lawſul Policies, and. 


od. 2 6 noe AI 


A. that any kind of means are permitted, if they will but do the buſireſs, and ſerve the preſent 
; turn: This makes plain and honeſt Men, who have ny Ends to ſerve, but what arc juſt, 
| and are.willing to uſe no kind of Means but what are ſo : This makes them ſhie and cauticus ' 
| of engaging rootarr in theſr Deſigns, which they ſee carried on by craſty and deceitful Arti= 


fices, work.ng under a Military Power and Force ready to defend them, 

I might mention the great number of Papifts in the Dutch Army , as another diſlwafive from 

| venturing cur ſelyes in this bottom : We are afraid of Papiſts of all ſorts and of all Countries, 

; German and Dutch as well as French and Iri/>,, the Conſtitutions of the one may be more. 
| harmlefs than that of the other ; but the Principles of both (we know) are equally deſtrus. : 

| ive; and when occaſion ſerves , who knows but that the Principle may prevail over the 

/ Conſtirution , and rhe Papiſt get the better of the Dutch Man ? *Tisill truſting Popery in any 

Y _ ſhape : Thisisa Root. which where cyer it isplanted, can bring forth no good Fruit, The 

Bogs of Holland cannc.t ( wethink ) make it leſs mali'voant , than theſe of Irerand, «. © 

| To come to a concluſion, there remain ſeveral thipgsto be cleared , before we can a!to- 

ether *co:mply with what 15 now profecnuted with ſo much Zeal. 

That the Prince of W is a ſuppoſatitious Chiid , T hat a League was made by our Kirg with the - 
4 King of France for the deflruftion of his iyoteſtant Subje As, ard rooting out our Religion, under the | 
| '  Nowuonot the Northern Hereſie: That the late King was Poyſoucd; and that the Earle of Elie... © A 


"OE 7 - A. "—"- 


2 £ % s 
-— —_— = - [23 - + CT In 94 eee en. ahh... > oo. . 2 —- — <0 
— RIS h—— ——_——— $9 re en : 
SOT ay BE TO So ee . WIL = : EDIT a5 , 
Bs A HE SO ESI US FOIA Of IPA OR aA Ie pe IE 


1; 3 NE ORE 


” thatnothingcan be too bad for the gyilty Authors # | 242 THIN 35: 15h 2A 
* Theſe arc fuch damnable Vilfanies, ſuch horrid ' Crimes , that both' the Principals and 
Acceſſories cught to be efteemed , and treatedno better than Tories and: Banditi ,, Men of ſcars 
td tinted forſaken of God, andEncmiesto Mankind © +++ | | 
* But then feeing theſe arc ſuch heavy Accuſations and grievous Charges, they ought certain- 

_ Ito be well proved before they be believed , and produced as Arguments againſt the Life, 

_ Honour,” ai j Eſtate of any 'Perſon : tor /# ſatis eſſeraccuſaſſe, &c. If it be enough'to accule , 

where ſh-uld we find an Innocent Perſon ? - £2, 
© 1 theſe dreadfull things can” be made out , it would , I belcive, not only confirm Pro- 

teſtintsinrheir deſerved Deteſtation of Popery, but create even in the minds of honeſt' 
Papiſtsthemſc!ves, an Averſationto their own Religion, when they ſhall ſec it contriying and 

- exeenting ſuch cruel and unnatural Porks of darkneſs.- | 

© Toſe a Father ſcrting up a pretended Son againſt the Intereſt of his own undoubted 


preſent to, our Minds,. one Brother preparing the deadly Gup for the other #- who yet yen« 
' fer'd his Crown rather thari he-would Exclude him from the hopes of it in Reverſion, to 
Jook upon the ſame Royal Perſon plotting , and-managing the Aſſiſination of a Captive 
and helpleſs Peer; Theſe are ſuch difmal Sights, and melancholick Scenes, ſo full of 
Horror 'and barbarous Craelty , -that they muſt needs make (ad Impreſſions upon the 
- "Hearts even of the boldeſt SpeRators; inſomuch', that if they were proved , they would 
moſt effeQually prejudice all Men againſt the Author of ſuch monſtrous Barbarities; and 


2 


"*.We muſt therefore call 203in for the proof of theſe things , or” elſc we .cannot. ( bee 
oht nor to} believe-them upon bare Surmiſe -and Hear-fay, If theſe Accuſa. 


cauſe we © 
tions be tcareFohce, 'who can reverence the Perſon uwilty of them , . as the Father of his 
Country, and not rather avoid and fly from him as the wort of Tyraflcs ? oy, 

-" Bur if theſe things be ſtill kept irfthe Clouds , and wrap'd up in uncertain Ambiguities, all 
wiſe Men will think thatir would have been better, if they never had been + mentioned ; be. 
-. -cauſcthisdothhut raiſe the Peoples Zeal for the preſent, which (if nor kept up! by real : evi» 
-- dence} will beapt to ttirn torheother- extreme, and commiſerat 'the Cauſe which before 
. Itproſccated with ſomuch violence, The higher Men's Reſentmentsare raiſed by objecting 
__ the moſt notorious Crimes, thelower will they fall, if Truth and plain matter of fa&t -doth 


= 


F not back and'mairitain them. And this is an advantage-which I would not have us give our 
_  Adverfatiesin theſe things, no more than we have done in the matters of Diſpute betwixt 
__ themandus.* H-rew? have proyed all our Charges -agiinft their Religion ; ler us there- 
- © foreprove, or clſc not ſo eagerly inſiſt upon, theſe Accuſations brought  agaialt their Pere 


ſons. © 245 fs $32 Ol 
+1 ſhall ad nothing farther, 'but my real Wiſhes , That Icould _ though with the loſe of 
all that's dear tome in this World ) -contribure to the utrer Excluſion of PFOPERY by all law- 
ful means; and Ido , and ſhall always pray for a Bleſſing upon their Deſigns, who ſincerely 
endeavour to procure & Sertlement of the Religion , Liberties and Properties of the wry bs - 


% . ſeries at any time bereafter, - 
A " ory © . 
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Tar murchered: Thefe things , 'we deſire, -may beproved ; andthen we cannot but agree 


E”. Children; ro behold a King bargaining for the Deſtruſtion of bis own Subjects; to re- 


#0 near to-extinguiſh all Obligations of Duty, which otherways they might owe to His Pere 
ſon 'and Authority,” | | ; 


aipon ſo ſures foundation, that there may be no danger of the Nations relapjing into the liks mis 
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